
 

Glossary 

Amphibian – A cold-blooded vertebrate animal that can 
live in water and on land. Larvae have gills to breathe 
underwater and as they become adults they loose them 
and have lungs to breathe air out of water.  

Arachnid – An animal that has eight legs and a body 
formed of two parts 

Bird – A warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrate animal. 
They can be distinguished by their feathers, wings, a 
beak and are typically able to fly. 

Classification – When animals are sorted into groups 
based on their characteristics, animal group or other 
observable feature. 

Crustaceans – Mostly live in water with a hard shell 
and segmented body 

Habitat – The natural home or environment of an 
animal, plant or other organism. 

Insect – A small invertebrate animal that has six legs 
and generally one or two pairs of wings. 

Invertebrate – An animal lacking a backbone. 

Mammal – A warm-blooded vertebrate animal which 
has hair or fur and gives birth to live young.  

Microorganism – A microscopic organism, especially a 
bacteria, virus or fungus 

Reptile – A vertebrate animal that has dry scaly skin 
and typically lay soft-shelled eggs on land 

Vertebrate – An animal with a backbone or spinal 
column. 
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Glossary 

Arteries – Blood vessels that carry blood away from the heart and 
towards other parts of the body. They have thick muscular walls. 

Blood – Red liquid that circulates in arteries and veins, carrying oxygen to 
and carbon dioxide from tissues of the body 

Blood vessel – Tubes throughout the body that blood flows through.  

Bones – Hard whitish tissue making up the skeleton in humans and other 
vertebrates 

Capillaries – The smallest blood vessels, branching off from the arteries 
taking blood to all areas of the body. They then re-join at the veins.  

Circulatory system – The system that circulates blood through the body, 
including the heart, blood vessels and blood  

Deoxygenated Blood – Blood that is not rich in oxygen. This is found in 
the veins as it travels back to the heart to be pumped to the lungs again.  

Digestive system – The system that gets food into and out of the body 
and breaks down the food to absorb the energy and nutrition. 

Heart – A hollow muscular organ that pumps the blood through the 
circulatory system 

Lungs – Pair of organs situated within the ribcage where oxygen can pass 
into the blood and carbon dioxide be removed 

Muscles – A band or bundle of fibrous tissues that have the ability to 
contract, producing movement in or maintaining positions of parts of the 
body 

Nutrients – A substance that provides nourishment essential for the 
maintenance of life and for growth 

Organs – Parts of an animals body that has a specific important 
function. 

Oxygenated Blood – Blood that is rich in oxygen. This is found in the 
arteries as the heart pumps it from the lungs to the rest of the body. 

Skeleton – A framework of bones, cartilage and other rigid substances 
responsible for giving support and strength to an animals body. 

Veins – Blood vessels that carry blood towards the heart 

Vitamins – Organic compounds essential for normal growth and nutrition 
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Glossary 

Adaptation – The process of change so that an 
organism or species can become better suited to their 
environment 

Body fossil – Preserved remains of the body of the 
actual animal or plant itself 

Breeding – The mating and production of offspring by 
animals 

Environment – The surroundings or conditions in which 
a person, animal, or plant lives 

Evolution – The process by which different kinds of 
living organism are believed to have developed from 
earlier forms during the history of the earth 

Fossil – The remains or impression of a prehistoric 
plant or animal embedded in rock and preserved  

Inherit – To gain a quality, characteristic or 
predisposition genetically from a parent or ancestor 

Offspring – A person’s child or children/ an animal’s 
young 

Reproduction – The production of offspring by a sexual 
or asexual process 

Selective breeding – The process by which humans use 
animal breeding and plant breeding to develop selective 
characteristics by choosing particular animals and 
plants 

Trace fossil – Indirect evidence of life in the past such 
as the footprints, tracks, burrows, borings and waste left 
behind by animals  
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Glossary 

Battery – A power source, where chemical energy is 
converted to electricity. It is usually a container consisting 
of one or more cells.  

Bulb – A glass bulb which provides light by passing an 
electrical current through a filament.  

Buzzer – A device that makes a buzzing noise when 
electricity passes through it. 

Cell – A device containing electrodes that is used for 
generating current. 

Circuit – A complete and closed path around which a 
circulating electric current can flow. 

Circuit Diagram– A simple picture made up of lines and 
symbols to represent an electrical circuit.  

Conductor - A material that can carry heat or electricity 
through it. 

Current – A flow of electricity. This is because of the 
movement of electrically charged particles. 

Electricity – Energy created by the movement of charged 
particles. 

Filament – A conducting wire or thread that forms part of 
an electric bulb. The flow of electricity through it causes it 
to glow. 

Motor – A machine powered by electricity that can be 
attacked to a vehicle to make it move. 

Switch – A device for making and breaking the connection 
in an electric circuit. 

Voltage – An electrical force that makes electricity move 
through a wire, measured in volts 
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Glossary 

Light – The natural energy that stimulates sight and makes 
things visible 

Light source – Something that provides light, whether it be 
a natural or artificial source of light (e.g. the sun, a torch) 

Opaque – A material that does not allow light to travel 
through it.  

Periscope – An apparatus consisting of a tube of attached 
to a set of mirrors or prisms. Light travels through a 
periscope, reflecting off each mirror so that things can be 
seen which are out of sight. 

Rainbow – An arch of colours visible in the sky, caused by 
the refraction and dispersion of the sun’s light by rain or 
other water droplets in the atmosphere 

Reflection – Where light is thrown back by a surface 
without absorbing it. A mirror reflects light.  

Refraction – The bending of light as it passes from one 
substance to another. This can be seen as light travels 
through the air, and then through glass or water.  

Shadow – A dark area or shape caused by object 
preventing light travelling from a light source to a surface.  

Spectrum – A band of colours, as seen in rainbows, 
produced by separation of the components of light by their 
different degrees of refraction  

Translucent – A material that allows some light to travel 
through it. 

Transparent – A material that allows light to travel 
through it, making the object see through, such as glass. 
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