
 

RECEPTION CURRICULUM NEWS - SUMMER TERM 1 

OUR TOPIC  

BIG QUESTIONS 

TICKET TO RIDE! 

Where in the world do you 

want to go? 

KEY TEXTS 

The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers 
Mr. Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham 
The Naughty Bus by Jan and Jerry Oke 
Bob, The Man on the Moon by Simon Bartrum 
Whatever Next! By Jill Murphy 
How to Catch a Star by Oliver Jeffers 
The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson 

ENRICHMENT 

 Walk around Heatherton and to the park 

 Map work  - make a map of our way to 

school/to the park 

 Start of Ramadan 

 Eid 

GENERAL THEMES 
These themes may be adapted at various points to allow for 

children’s interests to flow through the provision 

 Finding out about ways to travel in Derby. 

 Finding out about where we live in the UK 

 Finding out about different places around the 

globe. 

 Finding out about vehicles past and present 

 Designing our own vehicles. 

 Space travel and the moon landings. 

OUR BRITISH VALUES 

DEMOCRACY 
 

 

 We all have the right to be listened to. 

 We respect everyone and we value their different  

ideas and opinions. 

 We have the opportunity to play with who we want 

to play with. 

 We listen with intrigue and value and respect the 

opinions of others.   

JIGSAW PSHE 

RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 I can identify some of the jobs I do in my family and how 

I feel like I belong 

 I know how to make friends to stop myself from feeling 

lonely 

 I can think of ways to solve problems and stay friends 

 I am starting to understand the impact of unkind words 

 I can use Calm Me time to manage my feelings 

 I know how to be a good friend  



 Use Handa’s Surprise to explore a different country.  
 Discuss how they got to school and what mode of 

transport they used. Introduce the children to a 
range of transport and where they can be found.  

 Look at the difference between transport in this 
country and one other country. Encourage the 
children to make simple comparisons.  

 Use bee-bots on simple maps. Encourage the children 
to use navigational language.  

 Can children talk about their homes and what there 
is to do near their homes? 

 Look out for children drawing/painting or 
constructing their homes. 

 Encourage them to comment on what their home is 
like. Show photos of the children’s homes and 
encourage them to draw comparisons.  

 Environments – Features of local environment Maps 
of local area Comparing places on Google Earth – 
how are they similar/different? 

 Introduce the children to NASA and America.  
 Introduce children to significant figures who have 

been to space and begin to understand that these 
events happened before they were born. 

 Can children differentiate between land and water.  
 Take children to places of worship and places of local 

importance to the community.  

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

 Design and make rockets. Design 
and make objects they may need in 
space, thinking about form and func-
tion. 

 Learn a traditional African song and 
dance and perform it. 

 Encourage children to create their 
own music. 

 Junk modelling, houses, bridges 
boats and transport. 

 Exploration of other countries – 
dressing up in different costumes. 

 Retelling familiar stories. 
 Creating outer of space pictures 
 Provide children with a range of ma-

terials for children to construct with. 

EXPRESSIVE ART AND DESIGN 

WORD READING 
Short vowels with adjacent 
consonants  
longer words and compound 
words 
 
Tricky words: said so have like 
some come love do were here 
little says there when what one 
out today 
Reading: Non-fiction texts, 
Internal blending, Naming let-
ters of the alphabet. Distin-
guishing capital letters and 
lower case letters.   

READING COMPREHENSION 
 Stories from other cultures 

and traditions 
 Retell a story with actions 

and / or picture prompts as 
part of a group - Use story 
language when acting out a 
narrative. Rhyming words. 

 Can explain the main events 
of a story - Can draw pictures 
of characters/ event / setting 
in a story. May include la-
bels, sentences or captions.   

 

WRITING 
 Writing  lists e.g. what would 

we pack to take to space? 
  Writing for a purpose in role 

play using phonetically plau-
sible attempts at words, be-
ginning to use finger spaces. 

 Form lower-case and capital 
letters correctly. Rhyming 
words. 

ENGLISH 

SHAPE AND PATTERN 

 Describe and sort 2D and 3D shapes 

 Recognise, complete and create patterns 
 

ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION WITHIN 20 

 Commutativity (e.g. 3+2 is the same as 2+3) 

 Explore addition and subtraction 

 Compare two amounts 

 Relationship between doubling and halving 

MONEY 

 Coin recognition and values 

 Combinations to total 20p 

 Change from 10p 
MEASURES 

 Describe capacities 

 Compare volumes 

 Compare weights 

 Estimate, compare and order lengths  

MATHEMATICS 

SPECIFIC AREAS OF LEARNING 

PRIME AREAS OF LEARNING 

C&L is developed throughout the year through high 

quality interactions, daily group discussions, sharing 

circles, PSHE times,  and many more. We will support 

children by helping them to: 

 Re-read some favourite stories/ stories we have uses in 

our learning to revisit and consolidate vocabulary and 

events – making our learning sticky! 

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 

We support children to regulate and manage their own behaviour and 
feelings each day. This includes helping children to develop their 
concentration, behave in positive ‘pro-social’ ways, thinking before 
acting, curbing their impulse behaviours and applying their own 
strategies to control their emotions. This term, we will focus on: 

 How to be a good friend and know what makes a good relationship.  

 Try to solve friendship problems when they occur 

 Help others feel part of a group 

 Show respect in how they treat others 

 Know how to help themselves and others when they feel upset or hurt. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

GROSS MOTOR 
 Obstacle activities 
 children moving over, under, 

th rough  and  around 
equipment 

 Encourage children to be 
highly active and get out of 
breath several times every 
day. Provide opportunities 
for children to, spin, rock, 
tilt, fall, slide and bounce. 

 Dance / moving to music  
 

FINE MOTOR 
 Threading, cutting, weaving, 

playdough, Fine Motor 
activities. 

 Develop pencil grip and letter 
formation continually 

 Use one hand consistently 
for fine motor tasks 

 Cut along a straight line with 
scissors / 

 Start to cut along a curved 
line, like a circle / Draw a 
cross  

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 


